ENGLISH QUALIFICATION TEST 

FOR THE BACHELOR’S DEGREE

Part II Reading Comprehension （30 minutes 30%）

Passage 1

Cigarette smoking kills. So, manufacturers made electronic cigarettes as a safer smoking choice—safer than tobacco. E-cigarettes contain the drug nicotine like cigarettes. But they do not use tobacco. And you do not light them. They are powered by battery.

So, if e-cigarettes are so safe, why have poison control centers around the United States seen an increase in telephone calls about e-cigarette poisonings? The answer is children. Most of the calls are from people worried about children who have played with the devices, which apparently had made children sick.

Tim McAfee, director of the CDC’s Office on Smoking and Health, says the problem is regulation. Meaning, the U.S. federal government does not control e-cigarettes even though they contain liquid nicotine which is a well-known danger. He explains that nicotine poisoning happens when the substance gets into the skin, gets into the eyes or is swallowed. Even a small amount can make a person sick.

E-cigarettes do not create the level of risk to people that tobacco products do. They do not contain hundreds of harmful chemicals that are found in real cigarettes. So, they may be a useful tool for adults trying to end their tobacco use, or quit. But McAfee worries that teenagers may think electronic cigarettes are harmless. They could become addicted to the nicotine and then start smoking real cigarettes. In other words, he fears that for young people fake e-cigarettes could be a “gateway” to the real thing.

1．What do the producers think of e-cigarettes?

A) Better-looking.  B) More Fashionable． C) Healthier．  D) less dangerous．

2. How do e-cigarettes work?

A) They use battery.

B) They are lit by a remote control.

C) People light them as they do with real cigarettes.

D) People swallow the liquid nicotine contained in them.

3．Why did the CDC receive so many calls about e-cigarettes?

A. Parents feared that their children might get poisoned,

B. Parents found the device useless in quitting smoking．

C. Children swallowed the liquid nicotine from the device．

D. Children might get addicted to playing with the device．

4．It can be inferred from the passage that          ．

A． The CDC wants to develop a better type of e-cigarettes

B． The government is in favor of the use of e-cigarettes.

C． The government will ban e-cigarettes in the future.

D． Using e-cigarettes cannot help those who want to quit smoking.

5. Why are e-cigarettes safer than real ones?

A) Because the nicotine that they contain is liquid.

B) Because they contain fewer harmful chemicals.

C) Because children can simply play with them as toys.

D) Because the ingredients they contain are not poisonous.

Passage 2

A study in Norway has found that students who stayed in school longer than others of their age scored higher on intelligence tests.

In the mid-1950s, the government began requiring students to attend school until the age of 16 instead of 14. Communities had almost 20 years to make the change. So some students went to school for 7 years while others went for at least 9 years.

This difference gave researchers the chance to see if the additional schooling had any effect on intellectual development.

All young men in Norway must take a test of their cognitive ability at the age of 19 in preparation for required military service. This is commonly called an IQ, or intelligence quotient, test. The researchers compared the test results of 107, 000 young men to their years of school. The young men who were basically forced to stay in school for two years longer actually did have higher IQs.

Experts have debated for years about the extent to which people are born with intelligence or develop it later. This is the nature versus nurture argument – the influence of biology compared to the environment in which people are raised and educated. Based on the research findings, we were able to say that increasing compulsory schooling did actually have an effect on their cognitive abilities as measured at nineteen years of age.

Another recent study, in the journal Nature, found that IQ scores can rise or fall during the teenage years. In two thousand four, researchers from University College London tested thirty-three young people aged twelve to sixteen. They repeated the tests four years later. They found increases or decreases of as much as twenty points.

Professor Cathy Price says the differences in performance could be the result of some teens being early or late developers. But she says it is equally possible that education played a part. She sees a lesson for educators: “We have to be careful not to write off poorer performers at an early stage when in fact their IQ may improve significantly given a few more years.”

1. What is the aim of the research?

A) To see if the IQ test was scientific.

B) To see if longer schooling can improve intellect.

C) To determine how long a school day should be.

D) To determine how many years students should receive education.

2．According to the passage, which of the following statement is true about Norway? 　　　.

A) Students used to stay in school for 7 years.

B) Students in Norway usually begin school at 7.

C) Students in Norway have to stay in school until 16 years old.

D) Students in Norway stay at school longer than students in other countries. 

3．Young men in Norway must take an IQ test at 19___________.

A) to help researchers do a study on intellectual development.

B) to see whether their IQ scores rise or fall.

C) to prepare for the required military service.

D) to be allowed to graduate from the school..

4．What can be inferred from the second research? 

A) It is important to start educating earlier.

B) We shouldn’t jump to conclusions about teens’ performance.

C) The IQ will be improved as one grows.

D) Educators must try to improve teenagers’ IQ.

5．What is the best title of the passage?

A.Education quality is determined by studying time

B.The IQ is developing faster as one is getting older

C. Beginning school late does harm to students

D. More school may mean higher IQ

Passage 3

Every year, IBM Corporation chooses five new technologies it believes will change the world within the next five years. The IBM list is called “Five in Five”.

In 2013, the list describes some future devices that will extend our five senses. Imagine looking for clothes online and touching your computer or smartphone to feel the cloth. It is predicted that technology could be available in the next five years.

Touch is just one of the senses that computers will help to extend. IBM says smart machines will soon be able to listen to the environment and give us information about the sounds they hear. For example, an advanced speech recognition system will tell new parents why their baby is crying.

From the sound the baby is creating, that particular frequency in the voice of the child, you know the difference between a child, for instance, who is sick as opposed to a child who is just lonely. That kind of understanding would be great for parents.

Smart machines will also help identify medical conditions. If you sneeze on your computer or cell phone, the machine will study thousands of molecules in your breath. Then it can tell you whether you need to see a doctor.

In the near future, built-in cameras in our personal computers will be able to examine and name colors and recognize images. IBM scientists are also developing a computer system that can examine and combine food molecules to create the most popular flavors and smells.

1. What does “Five in Five” mean?

A) Five new technologies that will change the world within the next five years.

B) Five new technologies that have changed the world in the past five years.

C) Five new technologies that have brought about five global changes.
D) Five new technologies that will bring about five global changes.

2. In what way can smart machines help new parents?

A) To understand what their baby is thinking about.

B) To predict the baby’s intellectual development.

C) To predict the baby’s physical development.

D) To understand why their baby is crying.

3. What would you do to the computer to identify your medical conditions?

A) To sing to it.


B) To sneeze on it.

C) To cough on it.


D) To breathe out to it.

4. According to the passage, what can personal computers do in the near future?

A) Create the most popular smells.

B) Predict your favorite colors.

C) Take examinations.

D) Cook food.

5. The author’s purpose of writing the text is most likely to 　　　.

A) inform    B) persuade    C) describe    D) entertain

Passage 4

Many people have a fear of spiders, because some types are known to be poisonous. All spiders, except two species, have poison glands (腺). But this doesn’t mean that the spiders with poison glands can harm man.

The poison glands in spiders are controlled by them and used in special ways. For example, spiders who spin nets to catch their prey do not use their poison. All spiders, however, use their poison in self-defense. When they are trapped and escape is impossible, the poison will be used as a last resort.

Very few spiders are poisonous to man. The only one in the United States that is dangerous is the black widow. Its body is about half an inch long and shiny black, and it has a red hour-glass shaped mark on the underside.

The bite of this spider may cause severe pain and illness. Some spiders whose bite is poisonous to man live in Australia. The large so-called “deadly” tarantulas and banana spiders have never actually killed any person. They may cause one’s arm or whatever is bitten to swell greatly and to ache for a few days.

The majority of spiders are no more dangerous to man than wasps. In fact, a great many spiders won’t bite even if you hold them in your hand. So unless you know the spider is a black widow, you can feel pretty safe with one.

1. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?

A. All spiders are poisonous.

B. Only two species of spiders are poisonous.

C. All spiders except two species are deadly.

D. The majority of spiders have poison glands. 

2. According to the passage, why are people so afraid of spiders?

A) Because some spiders are poisonous.

B) Because spiders are found everywhere.

C) Because all types of spiders harm people.

D) Because two types of spiders have poison glands.

3. When do spiders most likely use their poison?

A) When they spin nets.

B) When they catch their prey in the nets.

C) When they eat their prey in the nets.

D) When they fail to escape from the trap.

4. What do we learn about the poisonous spiders in Australia?

A) The spiders are shiny black.

B) The victims do not feel much pain.

C) The bite may cause pain and swelling.

D) The victims might be killed.

5. What do we learn from the passage?
A) Spiders are more poisonous than wasps.

B) People are safe with the majority of spiders.

C) Never hold a spider in your hand.

D) The black widow comes from Australia.

Passage 5

People began riding horses thousands of years ago. Saddles for horseback riding were invented soon after. Today, many companies manufacture saddles. But it is rare to find someone who designs and makes these products by hand. American Keith Valley is one of the few. He has been making saddles for more than 20 years at Jackson Hole in the western state of Wyoming.

Keith Valley grew up wanting to be a cowboy. He worked on a ranch for a long time. But after some cold, hard winters, and a few pains, the young man decided to get into saddle making. His creations go to buyers from California to Florida. He has a website but says the social media site Facebook really helped his marketing efforts.

Saddle-making was once a guarded craft. Saddle-makers in the past would throw a cover over their work when people entered their work space. They did not want people to see what they were doing. But things are different in the information age. Keith Valley has videos about saddle-making on his website. His work is on display as is his equipment: hole punches, hammers, leather and rawhide. He enjoys talking about his labor.

There are about eighty-four pieces of leather used in making a saddle. The final product costs thousands of dollars. In the old days, people would pay 10 times more for a saddle than a horse. Now, horses are the bigger cost.

1. What is Keith Valley known for?

A) He makes saddles by hand.

B) He is a cowboy at Jackson Hole.

C) He designs saddles in a company.

D) He works on a big ranch.

2. How do most customers from other states get to know about Keith Valley’s products？

A) From his website.

B) From a social media site.

C) From the commercials.

D) From his own marketing efforts.

3. What does the speaker say about the saddle making in the past?

A) It was a popular craft.

B) It was a difficult craft.

C) The making process was kept as a secret.

D) The making equipment was on display.

4. How many pieces of leather are used in making a saddle?
A) About 8.      

C) About 18.

B) About 80.          
D) About 800.

5. The most suitable title would be “__________”.

A. The uses of Saddles

B. Cowboys and Saddles

C. Old Craft in the New Age

D. Promotion Skills of Saddles
Part III Cloze (15minutes 10%)

I have always found country life most __1_.The city, a place _2__ business is only to _3__;it is not an ideal place for permanent residence. People may say that the city can provide you with the best __4_ life can offer. Your friends are always _5__ for an informal chat or an evening’s entertainment. The _6__ exhibitions, films or plays are always within easy reach. Shopping, too, is always a pleasure. But what _7__ the hustle and bustle of city? The city dweller never has a moment __8_peace; he is always__9_.And what about the noise and pollution of the city? Day and night the city is in uproar with its unceasing traffic. The air is polluted _10__ poisonous gases emitted by the smokestacks of factories. The water supply is tainted with impurities that are harmful to the human body. The city is indeed not a place to live in.

Country life is in many respects superior __11_ city life. For one thing, the people there are friendly. People are acquainted with one __12_.You can never _13__ receive a friendly nod or a kind word from anyone you _14__ meet. In the city people who live in the same _15__ are often strangers to one another. The air in the country is fresh and pure. Air pollution is a thing _16__ of there. You live a healthy life in the open air. Life goes on in a _17__ way and you don’t have to hurry to catch _18__ bus or travel in a crowed bus with people _19__ like sardines. Gardening and fishing will be pleasant pastimes. Reading a book _20__ the warm fireside will be another pleasant pastime on a cold winter night. Life in the country is indeed simple and pleasant.
1) A. enjoyable      B. exciting      C. experienced       D. unpleasant

2) A. in            B. on           C. out of            D. for

3) A. be visiting     B. be visited     C. visit              D. visited

4) A. where        B. when         C. that              D. who

5) A. wanted       B. wanting       C. available          D. enjoyable

6) A. latest         B. kindest        C. richest            D. poorest

7) A. of            B. about         C. if                D. should

8) A. for           B. even          C. once             D. often

9) A. in a moment   B. at the moment   C. in a hurry         D. in a line

10) A. in           B. with           C. of               D. within

11) A. than         B. to              C. over             D. for

12) A. another      B. other           C. what else         D. the others

13) A. expected to   B. want to         C. fail to            D. plan to

14) A. long to      B. be glad to       C. want to           D. chance to

15) A. apartment    B. school          C. room            D. city

16) A. hearing      B. unhearing       C. heard            D. unheard

17) A. leisurely     B. easily          C. conveniently       D. effectively

18) A. a           B. the             C. /                D. no

19) A. fighting      B. fighted         C. packing          D. packed

20) A. behind       B. by             C. in               D. on

Part IV Vocabulary and Structure (15 minutes 15%)

Section A (10%)

1. The president started to lay greater stress _______ the government’s role in industry.

A. at   B. in   C. on   D. over

2. Nobody can stop him _______ getting what he wants.

A. by    B. from    C. of     D. for 

3. They are determined to ___________ their rights.

A. stand by   B. stand over   C. stand out   D. stand up for 
4. Some problems must be solved _________, through investigation and study.

A. step by step   B. shoulder to shoulder   C. hand in hand   D. face to face
5. The hotel is poorly-facilitated and conditions were __________ satisfactory.

A. as far as    B. by far    C. far from    D. so far

6. He won in the president election __________ he has many enemies.

A. even if   B. as if    C. not only    D. because of

7. The regulation is going to take_________ in six months.

A. enforce   B. effect   C. effort   D. efficiency

8. Good friends usually share some hobbies and have much in _______.

A. similar   B. same    C. familiar   D. common

9. The ________ penalty has been abolished (废除) in some countries. 
A. dead     B. die     C. death     D. dying

10. I can’t make up my _______ whether to buy this dark suit or that pink one?
A. decide    B. determination   C. mind    D. idea

11. She was half an hour _______ for her lunch appointment.
A. later     B. latter     C. lately    D. late

12. He does not like the fast ________ of city life.
A. pace     B. speed    C. rate     D. growth

13. The audience was _________ very young children.
A. made up of   B. made of    C. made by    D. made for

14. The two scientists __________ the same conclusion quite independently.

A. arrived      B. arrived at    C. came     D. came into

15. It is bad manners to _________ your knowledge of cleverness. 
A. show up     B. show in     C. show around    D. show off

16. It’s not polite to __________ others’ conversation.

A. cut in     B. cut out     C. cut down      D. cut across

17. He ________ the plan according to the decision made at the meeting.
A. carried on   B. carried out     C. carried off    D. carried forward

18. If you__________ the phone, you end a phone call.
A. hang on    B. hang over    C. hang up    D. hang around

19. Traditional education in China requires students to learn a lot of things _____ heart.

A. on      B. at     C. in     D. by

20. Jane couldn’t ____________ the rest of the class.
A. keep away    B. keep off    C. keep on    D. keep up with

21. Budget cuts are forcing schools to ________ teachers and many teachers have to find new jobs.

A. lay aside    B. lay down    C. lay off    D. lay out

22. He was __________ working with the new manager.
A. looking down on   B. looking after   C. looking over    D. looking forward to 

23. If you don’t know this word, you can ________its meaning in the dictionary. 

A. look up    B. look on    C. look over    D. look to

24. What you write should be clear and ___________.
A. at the point   B. over the point   C. to the point   D. about the point

25. I’ll have to ____________ the noise till I move next week.
A. put off     B. put aside   C. put away   D. put up with

Section B (5%)

1. It will take you at _________ 20 minutes to get there. (little)

2. The ______ you learn, the _____ likely you will get conceited （骄傲自满）. (many; little)

3. They arrived while we _____________ dinner. (have)

4. If I had one million dollars, I _____________ around the world. （travel）

5. By the end of last year, they _____________the project. (complete)

6. Shakespeare’s plays _______________ into many languages up to now. (translate)

7. If I ________ Bill Gates, I would invest more money to explore the outer space. (be)

8. I prefer watching TV to _______ a film. (see)

9. _______ the bad weather, you have done a good job. (give)

10. Either you or he _____ a student. (be)

11. Both the students and the teacher _______ joined the debate. (have)

12. The disabled ______ worth more attention. (be)

13. She _____ until midnight and took a taxi to go home. (leave)

14. He is the ______ son of his father. (twelve) 

15. _______ he got up late and missed the train. (fortunate)

16. He tried many ways but all turned out ______. (use)

17. She closed the heavy _______ door. (wood)
18. Let’s go to the park, _____ we?

19. In spite ______ starting late, he arrived in good time.
20. _________ case of fire, you should call 911.

Part V Translation (15 minutes 10%)

1. Most of the calls are from people worried about children who have played with the devices, which apparently had made children sick.

2. This is the nature versus nurture argument—the influence of biology compared to the environment in which people are raised and educated.
3. From the sound the baby is creating, that particular frequency in the voice of the child, you know the difference between a child for instance who is sick as opposed to a child who is just lonely.
4. When they are trapped and escape is impossible, the poison will be used as a last resort.
5. In the old days, people would pay 10 times more for a saddle than a horse. Now, horses are the bigger cost.

Part VI Writing (25 minutes 15%)

1. 以《大学生最重要的素质》（Vital Qualities of College Students）为题，参考以下提示，在25分钟内写一篇不少于100词的作文。

1) 列举大学生最重要的2-3条素质

2）说明这些素质为什么重要

2. 以《网上购物还是商店购物》（Shopping Online or Shopping in Stores?）为题，参考以下提示，在25分钟内写一篇不少于100词的作文。

以下单词和词组供写作时参考：

Online shopping, store shopping, convenient, fast, delivery(快递), cheap, quality, fake goods（假货），poor quality, good quality, expensive, time-consuming（费时的）, exhausting (令人筋疲力尽的)

2. 以《感谢信》（A Letter of Appreciation）为题，参考以下提示，在25分钟内给一个你想表示感谢的人（老师、家人、朋友、警察等）写一封不少于100词的信。以Wendy Wang为寄信人。

1） 说明你为什么要表示感谢

2） 给出一些细节来说明你感谢的原因
